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57. Chronic Inversion of the Uterus ; Reduction effected hy Manipulation. 
—Two cases of this were reported to the Dublin Obstetrical Society, June 14, 
1873. 

The first was reported by Dr. Guo. H. Kidd. The subject of it was a lady 
who had been confined in August, 1872. When she came under Dr. K.’s care 1 
he found a tumour in the vagina which, on careful examination, he found to 
be an inversion of the uterus. It was almost complete, that is to say, the 
neck of the tumour was surrounded by a portion of the lip of the uterus, but 
not more than one-fourth of an inch in depth. A section of the tumour would 
present an appearance like the diagram which he now exhibited. He had 
some doubt as to whether he should call it a complete or an incomplete inver¬ 
sion ; but it was as complete as any case he had seen ; there was nothing but 
a small lip that had not been turned in. The woman was extremely pale and 
anccmie, and had a countenance expressive of very great suffering. She came 
into the Coombe Hospital, and after allowing her to remain in bed a few days 
he tried to reduce the tumour. He put her under the influence of chloroform, 
and placing her on her back on the table, he introduced his hand completely 
into the vagina. He grasped the tumour in his hand, and compressed it for a 
few seconds, so as to empty it completely of blood. He then lengthened his 
fingers, and grasping the tumour between them and his thumb, and compressing 
it as much as he could, he gradually pushed it up into its place. 

The second case was reported by Dr. G. Johnston, Master of the Rotunda 
Hospital The subject of it was a;t. 35, married, mother of five children, ad¬ 
mitted into Rotunda Hospital 25th of July, 1871, suffering from hemorrhage 
caused by inversion of the uterus, which took place at her last confinement [Jan. 
1,1871], and as she states, must have occurred at the time of the expulsion 
of the placenta, as the person in attendance hurt her very much in forcing it 
off, immediately after which she had great Hooding, so much so as to render 
her quite uncouscious. However, she suckled her child for a period ot six 
mouths, the hemorrhage continuing more or less ever since her confinement, 
but has diminished since she weaned the baby. 

On examination the uterus appeared protruding through the vulva, and on 
passing the fingers within the vagina about half an inch of the cervix was found 
uninverted, and could be felt distinctly encircling the tumour, which was five 
inches in length, with a diameter of nearly three inches. 

On the 2d of August, seven months after the accident had taken place, the 
patient was put under the influence of chloroform, and having been put on her 
left side iu the usual obstetric position, Drs. Denham, M’Clintock, and Atthill 
assisting, the Augers of the right hand were introduced within the vagina, the 
inverted mass was grasped firmly at the cervix, and by degrees, and after some 
difficulty, reduced within the os, and. eventually, the uterus was completely 
restored to its normal position. There was no hemorrhage during or after the 
operation, which lasted about twenty minutes, and as soon as she recovered 
from the anesthesia she was given a full opiate. 

On the (ith she was examined with the sound, when we ascertained it 
passed into the cavity about 4] inches, 'there has been no hemorrhage 
since ; in fact she convalesced favourably and went home quite well on the 27th. 

I have heard within the last three weeks that she continues in excellent 
health, menstruates regularly every mouth, and in the normal quantity.— Dublin 
Journ. Med. Sci., July, 1873. 

58. Amenorrhtea from Congenital Malformation. —Dr. Cnritoini.r, read a 
paper ou this subject before the Dublin Obstetrical Society, May 10, 1873. 
To make an accurate diagnosis was often difficult, and yet the question 
of relief depended upon this point. The means of forming diagnosis were 
either physiological, or physical. The first dealt with the presence of the 
menstrual molimen and of sexual gratification, etc. By means of the 
second, we judged of the presence or absence of the different organs of genera¬ 
tion. A. most useful method of examination was that termed the bimanual 
manipulation. Dr. Churchill related twelve cases in illustration of his subject, 
in some of which, the ovaries were either not present, or were in an infantile 
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state, undeveloped, and not acting; while in others, the fault consisted in the 
absence of the uterus, or, in congenital closure of the os uteri (one case). As 
regards treatment, of course in most cases, nothing could be done ; but, to 
remedy an undeveloped state of the uterus, Sir J. Y. Simpson had recommended 
the use of a galvanic pessary. A practical cpiestion was, whether we think 
that a patient ought to marry, in whom these defects were discovered. How¬ 
ever reluctant we should be to condemn her to a single life, it should not be 
forgotten that another person is concerned in the matter, and therefore the 
decision against marriage is called for, or, if she be fully bent upon marrying, 
the other party ought to be fully informed as to the existing defect.— Brit. 
Med. Journ., August 9, 1873. 

59. Unilateral Development. —Dr. Ringi,and communicated to the Dublin 
Obstetrical Society a remarkable case of this in a young lady rnt. 20, who had 
never menstruated naturally, but in whom vicarious discharges at each monthly 
period had occurred for more than four years, through the bladder, rectum, 
nose, or eyes. The left side of her body was perfectly developed sexually ; 
while the right was not so. The left breast was normal, the right resembled 
that of a girl of 12 ; there was hair on the left side of the pubes, none on the 
right; the left labium was fully formed, the right was almost wanting. The 
clitoris, vagina, and uterus were absent. The left ovary could be felt, but the 
right could not be detected. Sexual desire existed in this case, but a strong 
opinion as to the inadvisibility of marriage was given.— Ibid. 

60. Form of the Body in Few-born Children. —Pfa.vkucei calls in question 
the statement of Simpson, that male children are more exposed to danger than 
females during birth, on account of their greater size. He finds that, of chil¬ 
dren of equal weight, more males die than females ; and, with the view of ascer¬ 
taining whether this was to be accounted for by the size of the head, he has 
examined the relatiou between the head and the rest of the body in 714 new¬ 
born children. He finds that, towards the end of pregnancy, the increase in 
weight of the child is relatively more rapid than that of its length or of the 
size of its head, the body and limbs becoming more developed. For equal 
weights, boys are longer, and have larger heads than girls. First children are 
longer and have larger heads than those which follow them.— Brit. Med. 
Journ., May 31, from Archivfur Gyncecologie, vol. iv., part 2. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND TOXICOLOGY. 

61. Experiments with Snake Poison ; Potassa as an Antidote .—In a letter 
from Madras in the Med. Times and Gaz., Aug. 23, 1873, the writer relates 
some experiments he witnessed made by Dr. John Shortt with snake poisons. 
He states, “ We next witnessed a set of experiments to show the effects of 
liquor potassae on the snake poison and on the animals poisoned with it. For 
this purpose a solution was made of four grains of dried cobra poison in half 
an ounce of distilled water. The dried poison had not lost an atom of its viru¬ 
lence (as we afterwards saw) although it was taken in August, 1870. The 
solution was slightly opalescent. On adding liquor potassa! to a still further 
diluted quantity, some striking chemical change evidently took place, for it 
speedily became of a bluish-black colour—at first slight; afterwards intense, 
like newly prepared ink. 

“ Haviug satisfied us of the reaction between the potassa and the poison, ex¬ 
periments were made on animals. Two dogs injected with the solution of cobra 
poison into the cellular tissue of the parietes of the chest died in one hour and 
thirty-five minutes and in two hours and forty-seven minutes respectively ; 
whilst one dog that was injected first with cobra poison, and with diluted liquor 
potassm afterwards, survived for four hours and fifty-seven minutes; and a 



